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To wait open-endedly is an enormously radical attitude toward life. So is to trust that something will happen to us that is far 
beyond our imaginings. So, too, is giving up control over our future and letting God define our life, trusting that God moulds 
us according to God's love and not according to our fear. The spiritual life is a life in which we wait, actively present to the 
moment, trusting that new things will happen to us, new things that are far beyond our own imagination, fantasy, or 
prediction. That, indeed, is a very radical stance toward life in a world preoccupied with control.  

 

  - Henri J. M. Nouwen 

October 
 

Sunday  October 29 Rise of Meeting *Second-Hour Discussion re: Gifts & Leadings 
 

November 
 

Sunday  November 5   Food Pantry Day 
 

Sunday  November 12 8-9:30 a.m. Meeting Breakfast 
 

Friday  November 17 6 p.m./7p.m. Potluck Supper/Meeting for Business & Corporation Meeting 
 

Sunday  November 19 1 & 3:30 p.m. *Portland Homeless Program, Skidompha Lib., Damariscotta 
 

December 
 

Sunday  December 3   Food Pantry Day 
    Rise or Meeting *Second-Hour Discussion 
 

Sunday  December 10 Rise of Meeting Meeting for Business (Brown Bag Lunch) 
 

Sunday  December 17 Rise of Meeting Christmas Party (details next month) 
      

*Look inside for more information regarding these items. 
~Calendar events are held at the meetinghouse, unless otherwise noted.~ 

 

Sunday Meeting for Worship is held at the meetinghouse, 77 Belvedere Rd., Damariscotta, 10:00 a.m. 
Meetinghouse phone:  207-563-3757.  Directions:  Take US Route 1 to Damariscotta and turn onto Belvedere Rd. 
(left if coming from the south, right if coming from the north--Miles Home Health Care building on the corner).   

The meetinghouse is the second building on the right, .2 mile from the corner. 
 

 

Moving?  Changing your e-mail address?  Don’t  forget to let us know.  Please remember that when you receive the 
newsletter by e-mail, you save the Meeting money and you lighten our workload.  To receive the newsletter by e-mail, kindly 
send a request to Diane Kirkman at diane_kirkman@hotmail.com.  Thanks!  
 

For newsletters, important links, & a current calendar, visit our website:  www.midcoastfriendsmeeting.org. 
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The Entirely Unofficial MONTHLY MEETING NOTES, 10th month of 2006 
Based on draft minutes by Deb Haviland  

 
The Clerk opened the meeting at 7 p.m. by 
reading from a sermon written by William 
Sloane Coffin entitled "Alex’s Death (March 
1983)."  After hearing some very moving 
passages the meeting settled into silence. 
 
The agenda was reviewed.  Since it was a long 
agenda, the clerk asked that we postpone the 
reading of last month’s Minutes until the end of 
business meeting or until next month. We were 
asked to try to be brief with reports. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Ministry & Counsel:  M&C expressed the 
committee’s gratitude for the Meeting’s support 
for a the fall event series, for the assistance of 
Guy Marsden with AV equipment and the 
donation of solar lights to light up the road sign, 
and for Jean Crawford’s PR effort.  “Our needs 
for aliveness, cooperation, community and 
support are being met.”  In addition to a focus on 
an evening series open to the public, the 
committee is exploring ways to encourage a 
dialogue on corporate worship. 
            Charlotte Ritter’s memorial minute has 
been discussed, and Peter and Deborah Haviland 
have been asked to assist with it.  Others will 
also be asked. 
            The date of November 5 has been set for 
a Welcome Reception for Andy Burt, who has 
transferred her membership to Midcoast.  
Hospitality will organize refreshments. 
            Membership is being discussed by the 
committee since there is a realization that many 
attenders have not become members.  The 
discussion will start with M&C since most of 
them are not members. 
            Members and attenders are asked to give 
feedback to the committee about the greeting 
process, which includes asking people who 
arrive after 10 a.m. to wait until 10:15 to enter 
the meetingroom. 
 

Pastoral Care:  The committee is feeling the 
need for more structure and is looking to find 
new ways to organize. 
 
Peace & Social Concerns:  This will be part of 
the discussion on the Peace Center.   
 
Peace Center:  This was Old Business but it was 
decided to move forward with a discussion about 
it at this point in the meeting. The discussion had 
much depth and listening and sharing.  Some of 
the highlights follow: 

- We have had two workshops; what is 
the next step? 

- How do we fit M&C and P&SC into the 
idea of a Peace Center? 

- We are starting Gifts & Leadings now 
and need to know where to fit in P&SC 
since it was a committee last year.  

- P&SC comes out of the spiritual life of 
the meeting. If it doesn’t, it becomes 
too individual. 

- What we are doing (fall series of talks) 
is wonderful, and we shouldn’t be too 
concerned whether it comes from M&C, 
P&SC or a Peace Center. 

- Perhaps we should expand the Events 
area of M&C and pull in others who are  
interested, to help out. 

- We need to take advantage of the 
momentum we have now.  There is 
much interest in the community. 

- There is a dichotomy between service, 
which is outward, and prayer, which is 
inward.  What is missing to bring these 
two together is a special focus – prayer. 

- Articulate what it is when Quakers talk 
about peace.  What are two or three 
issues to focus on? 

- We should give more support to 
Carmen Lavertu, Andy Burt, Gretchen 
Hull, each with individual leadings. 
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- We have a growing identity in the 
community as a Quaker meeting, and a 
Peace Center will grow from that.  

- We think of ourselves as a Peace 
Center; the ideas, and projects can come 
from anywhere. 

- How do we support people in the 
meeting with their individual concerns 
and how can we effectively do 
something corporately? 

- The Meeting needs to find ways to give 
Leadings Support (clearness) to those 
who have a concern and need to follow 
it.  This will help people do what they 
are called to do. 

- Rowan and Willow Rowntree and Peter 
Haviland will work on a Letter of 
Support to be given to Carmen, Andy, 
Gretchen.  It will come from those at 
the business meeting tonight. 

- Appreciation was expressed to Karen 
Cadbury for her leadership in the peace 
center discussions. 

 
Agreed: 

- To have a Peace Center sign outside 
somewhere. 

- To provide a Leadings Support 
Group to those who ask for it. 

- To encourage all areas in Meeting to 
bring forth projects. 

- To write a letter of support for 
Carmen Lavertu, Andy Burt, 
Gretchen Hull. 

 
Public Relations/Outreach:  Jean Crawford 
presented a draft of an advertisement for us to 
consider.  The ad was from Friends General 
Conference with our additions.  Some specific 
changes were suggested, and Claire and Carmen 
agreed to have their phone numbers there, rather 
than the answering machine at the meetinghouse.  
We decided to look at ads like this in local 
newspapers and discuss it again next month. 
 

Fellowship:  It was agreed we needed more 
opportunities to enjoy each other’s fellowship 
and to have time to discuss things on our minds 
and in our hearts.  A gathering once a month was 
suggested. 
 
Agreed:  to have a Meeting Breakfast on 
Sunday, November 12, 8-9:30 a.m.  David 
Cadbury volunteered to make pancakes, Karen 
C. to bring real coffee, Deb H to make a frittata.  
Other breakfast contributions will be welcomed.   
 
Gifts & Leadings:   The committee has met, and 
there will be a 2nd hour discussion on Sunday, 
October 29, with committee clerks speaking of 
committee descriptions and what gifts are helpful 
to make the committee function well. 
 
New Business:  Since Andy Burt was not able to 
be there, the clerk told us of some events coming 
up that Andy is involved with that are connected 
to her job with the Maine Council of Churches:             

- Sunday, October 29, a soup lunch will 
be sold to raise money for the Heifer 
Foundation.  It  must be ordered ahead.  

- Sunday, November 19, a drama 
produced by the homeless will be 
shown in Damariscotta.  Last year 
(date?) the meeting had agreed to 
support this organization and its effort 
with a $200 contribution.  The Clerk 
will ask the treasurer to give a check to 
the organization.  Since that is Monthly 
Meeting Sunday, we needed to change 
monthly meeting. 

 
Agreed:  to have Monthly Meeting on Friday, 
November 17, at 7 p.m. 
 
Old Business:  M&C’s request for funding for 
audio-visual equipment:  Last month, in 
September, M&C presented a proposal to 
business meeting for this fall/winter for a series 
of talks on spirituality and peace that would be 
open to the public.   They proposed that meeting 
purchase audio-visual equipment to support 
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these programs and make it possible to do more 
in the future.  The estimated cost for this 
equipment is $1,616.  This proposal is attached 
to last month’s minutes.  Monthly Meeting did 
not approve this last month.  However 
communication became confused and M&C was 
advised they could go ahead.  The equipment has 
been purchased.  There was concern expressed as 
to where this equipment would be stored.  
 
Agreed: 
- To endorse the purchase of this 

equipment.   

- To have Meetinghouse & Grounds and a 
representative from M&C work together 
and decide where to store equipment.  It is 
possible that the rolling cart may need to 
be shorter. 

- To have implementation of shades and 
viewing screen be worked out with 
Meetinghouse and Grounds and a M&C 
representative. 

 
Meeting closed with silence at 9:15 p.m.  Next 
meeting for business 7 p.m. Friday, November 
17, following a potluck supper at 6 p.m.

 
 

CLERK'S CORNER 
October 22, 2006 

 
At our October Business Meeting the ten of us who were there had an exciting all-out discussion of the 
interaction of Peace & Social Concerns of the Meeting, the Peace Center, and Ministry & Counsel’s 
already-going Fall Series of programs for us and the rest of the local community.  We ranged far and wide, 
and you will be hearing more about this as time goes on.  It is a discussion that would be better if everyone 
in the Meeting participated.  We will undoubtedly schedule a time for all of us to gather and have more 
input. That way we will get more good ideas and a sense of where we are best headed. 
 

To begin with, it was mentioned that many of us are active in our own fields of interest and doing good 
work, much of it in the area of peace work.  Someone suggested we arrange a support system for these 

people, somewhat like a Clearness Committee but not quite, somewhat like a group of friends holding the worker in 
the Light, enabling that person to move forward as he or she is led. We all liked that idea, and you will hear more 
about it as it coalesces. 
 

Another part of our talking was about outreach, how to do it well and what we are hoping to glean from it.  Should 
we put an ad in the papers, and if so, what should we say?  We welcome input on this new venture. 
 

Ministry & Counsel’s Fall Series of programs has been an unequivocal success.  We have attracted people from 
around the area to hear talks about peaceful interactions and peace, or lack of it, in the Middle East, and to see Al 
Gore’s film An Inconvenient Truth, with a wide-ranging discussion afterwards.  The place was packed!  Rick and I 
came late, because we had already seen the film, and we had to park along the street side! 
 

You will hear more about the Winter Series as plans are finalized.   
 

The hardware for these programs has already been purchased, and room-darkening shades will be installed.  And if 
you come to an evening meeting you will see the new solar lights Guy Marsden has installed over our sign by the 
road and along the ramp walkway.  We are surely coming into the energy-saving era with a bang! 
 

And one last word:  Don’t miss the program at Skidompha Library on November 19th sponsored by area churches--
including ours--put on by homeless people to tell their stories to us.  It is a powerful depiction of what life is like as 
a homeless person.  These people are finally finding a way to make their voices heard in this country of the many 
loud voices they have to compete with. We have a choice of 1:00 or 3:30, so many of us are planning to bring a bag 
lunch to the Meetinghouse and have a bite before going over to the library.  Do plan to come!  You will find more 
information elsewhere in the newsletter. 
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A little birdie told us . . . 
 

Rob Patterson is currently recovering from double knee surgery.  Please keep him in your 
thoughts and prayers! 

 
 

RReefflleeccttiioonnss  aabboouutt  IIssrraaeell  aanndd  PPaalleessttiinnee  
bbyy  CCaarrmmeenn  LLaavveerrttuu  

  

IItt  ttooookk  aa  lloonngg  ttiimmee  ffoorr  mmee  ttoo  hhaavvee  tthhee  pplliigghhtt  ooff  
tthhee  PPaalleessttiinniiaannss  ppeenneettrraattee  mmyy  wwhhoolleehheeaarrtteedd  
ssuuppppoorrtt  ffoorr  IIssrraaeell..  RRiigghhtt  aafftteerr  hhiigghh--sscchhooooll  
ggrraadduuaattiioonn  iinn  nnoorrtthheerrnn  MMaaiinnee,,  II  wweenntt  ttoo  NNeeww  
YYoorrkk  CCiittyy  aanndd  eennccoouunntteerreedd  JJeewwiisshh  ppeeooppllee..    II  
ccaammee  ttoo  lloovvee,,  aanndd  ssttiillll  ddoo,,  aallll  tthhiinnggss  JJeewwiisshh----tthhee  
wwrriitteerrss,,  pphhiilloossoopphheerrss,,  aarrttiissttss;;  tthhee  hhiigghh  eetthhiiccaall  
ppoolliittiiccaall  tthhoouugghhtt  aanndd  lliibbeerraall  aaccttiivviissmm  iinn  oouurr  
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt;;  WWeesstteerrnn  cciivviilliizzaattiioonn  iinn  ssoo  ffaarr  aass  iitt  iiss  
iinnffoorrmmeedd  aanndd  iinnssppiirreedd  bbyy  tthhee  ssaaccrreedd  ssccrriippttuurreess..  II  
ccaannnnoott  rreefflleecctt  oonn  mmyy  mmoorraall  aanndd  iinntteelllleeccttuuaall  
ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  wwiitthhoouutt  aacckknnoowwlleeggiinngg  tthhee  ddeebbttss  II  
oowwee  ffrroomm  tthhee  vveerryy  bbeeggiinnnniinnggss  ooff  mmyy  aadduulltt  lliiffee  iinn  
NNeeww  YYoorrkk  CCiittyy..    PPaarrtt  ooff  tthhaatt  mmiilliieeuu  wwaass  IIssrraaeell,,  
nnoott  oonnllyy  iinn  tthhee  nneewwss,,  bbuutt  iinn  tthhee  ssttoorriieess  ooff  ppeeooppllee  
wwhhoo  wweenntt  ttoo  vviissiitt..  II  ddrreeaammeedd  ooff  lliivviinngg  iinn  aa  
kkiibbbbuuttzz..  
  
IItt  sseeeemmss  ttoo  mmee  nnooww  tthhaatt  mmyy  vveerryy  ffiirrsstt  aawwaarreenneessss  
ooff  tthhee  pplliigghhtt  ooff  PPaalleessttiinniiaannss  ccaammee  tthhrroouugghh  
QQuuaakkeerrss..  ((OOnnee  kknneeww  ooff  tthhee  rreeffuuggeeee  ccaammppss,,  ooff  
ccoouurrssee..))    AA  FFrriieenndd  bbrroouugghhtt  nneewwss  rreegguullaarrllyy  ffrroomm  
tthhee  RRaammaallllaahh  FFrriieennddss  SScchhooooll  ttoo  oouurr  mmeeeettiinngg  iinn  
OOxxffoorrdd,,  OOhhiioo..    AAnnootthheerr  ttiimmee,,  tthhee  DDaayyttoonn  AAFFSSCC  
aarrrraannggeedd  tthhee  vviissiitt  ooff  PPaalleessttiinniiaann  wwoommeenn..    OOnnee  
wwaass  ffrroomm  JJeerruussaalleemm,,  aanndd  hheerr  ssiisstteerr,,  aa  HHaammaass  
rreessiisstteerr,,  wwaass  iinn  pprriissoonn..    AAnnootthheerr  lliivveedd  iinn  
LLeebbaannoonn..  HHeerr  ffaammiillyy  hhaadd  fflleedd  PPaalleessttiinnee,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  
hhoommee  aanndd  bbuussiinneessss  wweerree  bbeeiinngg  ooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  
IIssrraaeelliiss..    EEvveennttuuaallllyy  II  rreeaadd  EEddwwaarrdd  SSaaiidd..    AAtt  
NNEEYYMM  sseessssiioonnss,,  tthheerree  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  eexxcceelllleenntt  
rreeppoorrttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  FFrriieennddss  SScchhooooll  aatt  RRaammaallllaahh  aanndd  
bbyy  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  PPeeaacceemmaakkeerr  TTeeaammss..  
  
II  hhaavvee  sseeaarrcchheedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ppeeaacceemmaakkeerrss  iinn  tthhaatt  ttrraaggiicc  
llaanndd  aanndd  ffoorr  ppeeooppllee  aanndd  ggrroouuppss  iinn  oouurr  ccoouunnttrryy  
tthhaatt  hhaavvee  aa  ccoonncceerrnn  ffoorr  bbootthh  ccoommmmuunniittiieess..    FFoorr  
ssoommee  yyeeaarrss,,  tthhee  MMeeeettiinngg  hhaadd  aa  ssuubbssccrriippttiioonn  ttoo  
TTiikkkkuunn  mmaaggaazziinnee,,  eeddiitteedd  bbyy  RRaabbbbii  MMiicchhaaeell  
LLeerrnneerr,,  aanndd  ssoommee  ooff  uuss  hhaavvee  rreeaadd  oonnee  ooff  hhiiss  

bbooookkss,,  aatttteennddeedd  aa  lleeccttuurree  hhee  ggaavvee  aatt  BBoowwddooiinn,,  
aanndd  ssttiillll  rreecceeiivvee  hhiiss  mmeessssaaggeess  oonn  tthhee  IInntteerrnneett..    
  
WWhhaatt  II  ttrryy  ttoo  ddoo  nnooww  iiss  hhoolldd  bbootthh  ppeeoopplleess  iinn  mmyy  
aawwaarreenneessss,,  iinn  mmyy  hheeaarrtt  aanndd  hhooppee..  
  
II  bbeelliieevvee  tthhee  bbeesstt  wwaayy  ttoo  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  aa  ppeeooppllee,,  
wwhheenn  iitt  iiss  nnoott  ppoossssiibbllee  ttoo  eennccoouunntteerr  tthheemm  iinn  
ppeerrssoonn  oorr  bbyy  vviissiittss  ttoo  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  iiss  tthhrroouugghh  tthheeiirr  
lliitteerraattuurree..    WWhhaatt  iinntteerreessttss  mmee  mmoosstt  iiss  tthhee  
eennccoouunntteerr  ooff  IIssrraaeelliiss  aanndd  PPaalleessttiinniiaannss  aass  
nneeiigghhbboorrss..  AAnn  uunnffoorrggeettttaabbllee  bbooookk  iiss  RReevveennggee11,,  iinn  
wwhhiicchh  aann  AAmmeerriiccaann  wwoommaann  wweenntt  ttoo  JJeerruussaalleemm  ttoo  
ttoo  llooookk  ffoorr  tthhee  yyoouunngg  tteerrrroorriisstt  wwhhoo  hhaadd  sshhoott  aatt  hheerr  
ffaatthheerr..    TThhee  aauutthhoorr  ssaayyss  ooff  hheerr  bbooookk  tthhaatt  iitt  iiss  ““aa  
ssttoorryy  ooff  hhooppee..””    
  
II  hhaavvee  rreeaadd  eexxcceerrppttss  ooff  aa  nneeww  bbooookk,,  TThhee  LLeemmoonn  
TTrreeee22..    TThhee  ttrreeee  ooff  tthhee  ttiittllee  ggrreeww  iinn  tthhee  ggaarrddeenn  ooff  
aa  hhoouussee  iinn  PPaalleessttiinnee//IIssrraaeell    bbuuiilltt  bbyy  aa  PPaalleessttiinniiaann  
ffaammiillyy  wwhhoo  wwaass  ffoorrcceedd  oouutt  aanndd  fflleedd  iinn  11994488,,  aanndd  
wwhhiicchh  ccaammee  ttoo  bbee  ooccccuuppiieedd  bbyy  aa  JJeewwiisshh  ffaammiillyy  
ffrroomm  EEaasstteerrnn  EEuurrooppee..    TThhee  ssttoorryy  iiss  aabboouutt  tthhee  
mmeeeettiinngg  ooff  tthhee  PPaalleessttiinniiaann  mmaann  wwhhoo  hhaadd  lliivveedd  iinn  
tthhee  hhoouussee  aass  aa  cchhiilldd  aanndd  tthhee  IIssrraaeellii  wwoommaann  wwhhoo  
lliivveess  tthheerree  nnooww..    
  
WWee  ccoouulldd  rreevviivvee  tthhee  rreeaaddiinngg  ggrroouupp  iinn  oouurr  
MMeeeettiinngg  ttoo  rreeaadd  TThhee  LLeemmoonn  TTrreeee..  
  

11RReevveennggee::    AA  SSttoorryy  ooff  HHooppee  bbyy  LLaauurraa  
BBlluummeennffeelldd,,  SSiimmoonn  &&  SScchhuusstteerr,,  22000022  
((IISSBBNN  00668844885533116677))..  
  
22  TThhee  LLeemmoonn  TTrreeee::    AAnn  AArraabb,,  aa  JJeeww,,  aanndd  
tthhee  HHeeaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  MMiiddddllee  EEaasstt  bbyy  SSaannddyy  
TToollaann,,  BBlloooommssbbuurryy  UUSSAA,,  22000066  ((IISSBBNN  
11558822334433443388))..  

 



 

Page 6                                                                                                                                                   11th Month 2006 

SSEECCOONNDD--HHOOUURR  DDIISSCCUUSSSSIIOONNSS  
OOccttoobbeerr  2299----GGiifftt  &&  LLeeaaddiinnggss  

  

OOnn  OOccttoobbeerr  2299tthh  tthhee  GGiiffttss  aanndd  LLeeaaddiinnggss  CCoommmmiitttteeee  iinnvviitteess  yyoouu  ttoo  aa  SSeeccoonndd  HHoouurr  ooff  ddiissccuussssiioonn..    MMeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreenntt  
aarreeaass  ooff  tthhee  MMeeeettiinngg  wwiillll  bbee  pprreesseenntt  ttoo  ttaallkk  aabboouutt  tthheeiirr  aaccttiivviittiieess  aanndd  wwhhaatt  hheellpp  tthheeyy  nneeeedd..    WWee  aarree  eennccoouurraaggiinngg  nneeww  
aatttteennddeerrss  ttoo  MMeeeettiinngg  aass  wweellll  aass  tthhoossee  mmoorree  ffaammiilliiaarr  wwiitthh  ‘‘tthhee  rrooppeess’’  ttoo  aatttteenndd  aanndd  aadddd  tthheeiirr  ttwwoo  cceennttss  ttoo  tthhee  ddiissccuussssiioonn..      
WWee  hhooppee  ttoo  ooppeenn  ppeeooppllee  uupp  ttoo  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  mmiigghhtt  hheellpp  tthhee  MMeeeettiinngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  ggiiffttss  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaavvee,,  wwhheetthheerr  iitt’’ss  wwiissddoomm,,  
ccoonnnneeccttiioonnss,,  eenneerrggyy,,  iinntteerreessttss  aanndd  mmoorree..    IItt  wwiillll  bbee  aa  lliivveellyy  aanndd  iinnffoorrmmaattiivvee  ttiimmee  ffoorr  uuss  aallll..    TThhee  mmoorree  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  ttaakkee  tthhee  
ttiimmee  ttoo  ccoommee,,  tthhee  mmoorree  iinntteerreessttiinngg  aanndd  hheellppffuull  iitt  wwiillll  bbee  ffoorr  tthhee  MMeeeettiinngg’’ss  aaccttiivviittiieess,,  aanndd  tthhee  mmoorree  wwee  wwiillll  mmaakkee  tthhoossee  
aaccttiivviittiieess  bbeeccoommee  wwhhaatt  wwee  rreeaallllyy  wwaanntt  ttoo  hhaavvee..  PPlleeaassee  ppllaann  ttoo  ccoommee!!    
    

DDeecceemmbbeerr  33----AAFFSSCC  &&  NNCCNNLL  
  

OOnn  SSuunnddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  33,,  tthhee  ""SSeeccoonndd  HHoouurr""  ddiissccuussssiioonn  wwiillll  ffeeaattuurree  aa  rreeppoorrtt  bbyy  JJiimm  MMaattllaacckk  oonn  tthhee  AAnnnnuuaall  MMeeeettiinnggss  bbootthh  
ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  FFrriieennddss  SSeerrvviiccee  CCoommmmiitttteeee  aanndd  tthhee  FFrriieennddss  CCoommmmiitttteeee  oonn  NNaattiioonnaall  LLeeggiissllaattiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  hhee  wwiillll  hhaavvee  
aatttteennddeedd  iinn  eeaarrllyy  NNoovveemmbbeerr..  QQuueessttiioonnss  aanndd  ddiissccuussssiioonn  ttoo  ffoollllooww..  

  

Refreshments including hot soup, breads, beverages, and sweets will be available for purchase.  
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NEWS NOTES 
by Deb Haviland 

 

Things are going well for Jerry and Sally Wood in Charlottesville.  Jerry’s health is improving, and 
they love sharing a home with their daughter Ruth and grandchildren Nathaniel and Laura.  They 
welcome hearing from friends in Maine.  Their address is 527 Whitcover Circle, Charlottesville,VA 
22901, and phone is 434-962-8763.  Their e-mail is unchanged: mainewoods@gwi.net. 
 
We are happy to welcome Donna Eder and David Duffee as winter attenders at Midcoast.  Donna and 
David are on sabbatical from Bloomington, Indiana, and are living in Camden at 17 Harden Rd.   
Their phone is 236-6063. 

 
 

QUERY:  Outreach 
 

Do you welcome inquirers and visitors to your meeting?  Do you encourage their continued attendance and 
participation?  Do you seek to share and to interpret the faith of Friends and to cooperate with others in 
spreading the Christian message?  Are you patterns, examples:  do your lives preach among all sorts of people, 
and to them?  Do you walk cheerfully over the world, answering that of God in every one? 

 
  

 
Some Thoughts on Faith 

  

    ß “God writes my music.”  
-- Johann Sebastian Bach 

  

    ß “Give us grace and strength to forbear and to persevere.  Give us courage and gaiety 
and the quiet mind, spare to us our friends, soften to us our enemies.”   

--Robert Louis Stevenson 
  

    ß “Hope is putting faith to work when doubting would be easier.”   
--Anonymous 

  

    ß “Faith is much better than belief.  Belief is when someone else does the thinking.”  
 --R. Buckminster Fuller 

  

    ß “The great act of faith is when man decides that he is not God.”  
-- Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. 

  

    ß “People see God every day.  They just don’t recognize him.”   
--Pearl Bailey 

  

    ß “Faith is the bird that feels the light and sings when the dawn is still dark.”   
--Rabindranath Tagore 

  

    ß “God is hiding in the world and our task is to let the divine emerge from our deeds.”  
--Abraham Joshua Heschel 
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ADVICE:  Outreach 

 

The power of God is not used to compel us to Truth; therefore, let us renounce for ourselves the power of any 
person over any other and, compelling no one, let us seek to lead others to Truth through love.  Let us teach by 
being ourselves teachable. 
 
Friends are advised to witness to the power of Truth and justice and to foster growth of the divine community at 
home and abroad.  While remaining faithful to our Quaker insights, and ready to share them with others, let us 
seek to understand the contributions made by the people of God everywhere.  Whenever possible, let us seek to 
enter into prayer and work with the wider community of faith. 

 


